
Join a select group of international and 
Canadian students at scenic Vancouver 
Island University in a program that will 
prepare you as a leader for 21st century 
learning. You will experience a rich 
program grounded in the latest research 
on educational leadership and a faculty 
with both the expertise and experience to 
lead you in a balanced program of research, 
policy and practice.

You will work together as a team to 
build your skills and expertise through a 
progression of learning starting with the 
BC educational context and extending to 
other cultural and regional perspectives 
on leadership. During the 2-year program 
you will develop the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes of successful leadership and 
demonstrate this through the completion 
of a major project in educational leadership.

The program begins with an orientation 
on the VIU campus, and continues with 8 
carefully selected courses. The support of 
our library and advising sta�  will be in place 
to ensure that you are prepared to meet 
the challenges of graduate studies and an 
internationalized curriculum.

Dr. Harry Janzen 
mleadinfo@viu.ca

www.viu.ca/masterofeducation

www.masterofeducation.ca

Vancouver Island / British Columbia / Canada 

Distinctive Features of the Program

•  The International M.Ed. begins with a pre-
semester orientation that will establish the 
foundations of the program, help students 
become familiar with Canadian graduate 
program expectations, and develop 
positive relationships in the student cohort. 
No additional fees are required for this 
orientation. 

•  A 2-year program that is primarily face-
to-face classroom and seminar learning, 
and research. In addition we off er 2 

supplementary non-credit courses during 
the program to help international students 
with academic and research success. No 
additional fees are required for these 2 non-
credit courses.

•  Special Library assistance is available to help 
students access important databases and 
online resources. 

•  Special advising and counseling support 
are provided to help students navigate both 
academic and social issues. 

Who Should Apply for the 
Program? 

The program is designed to prepare 
candidates for leadership in 21st 
century learning and will appeal to the 
following educators.

•  Principals and vice-principals at all 
levels of the education system

•  School district staff  providing system-
wide leadership

•  Teacher leaders in both formal and 
informal roles

•  Teachers committed to bringing new 
ways of learning into their classrooms

•  Education consultants looking to bring 
the latest research and practice into 
their work
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Apply at www.viu.ca/apply.asp

Contact information
Vancouver Island University
Dr. Harry Janzen 
900 Fifth Street
Nanaimo, British Columbia
Canada  V9R 5S5
Ph: (250) 740-6220
Fax: (250) 740-6463
mleadinfo@viu.ca 
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The M.Ed. program will develop 
leaders who can:

•  Guide the development and 
implementation of shared values, vision, 
mission and goals to support learning for all 
students;

•  Foster quality learning opportunities to 
support student learning;

•  Lead teams in becoming assessment 
literate;

•  Create systems and structures for e� ective 
supervision of learning;

•  Practice a deeply internationalized 
perspective of educational leadership, 
understanding the contextual di� erences 
and needs of di� erent educational 
environments;

•  Provide strong leadership in the area of 
ethnic minorities;

•  Understand current BC curricula, 
instructional and assessment practices 
and their impact on student learning, 
and have the capacity to adapt relevant 
BC educational practices to their home 
leadership context;

•  Sustain a collaborative learning culture and 
climate focused on student learning and 
based on distributed leadership;

•  Build positive and e� ective 
interdependencies amongst educational 
partner groups;

•  Incorporate systemic thinking and strategic 
planning for school improvement;

•  Demonstrate self-knowledge and the 
personal qualities that support positive 
relationships and build cultures of integrity;

•  Build and support relational trust within the 
school and community;

•  Address issues of diversity and social justice;
•  Lead teams in re� ective inquiry and action 

research.

Career Opportunities
Graduates of the M.Ed. program will be ready 
for leadership roles in education. The program 
is designed to prepare graduates for careers 
such as district administrators, assistant 
superintendents, directors of education, 
principals, vice-principals and college level 
leadership positions. As well, the program 
prepares teachers to bring 21st century 
learning into their classrooms and take on 
informal leadership roles in their schools and 
school districts.

Admission Requirements
•  Résumé with details of teaching experience 

(min.2 years required).
•  Clear identi� cation of the candidate’s 

pro� ciency in written and conversational 
English. For details, see VIU English 
Language Requirements for International 
Students (next column).

•  Letter of intent explaining why the applicant 
wishes to pursue graduate work in this area.

•  O�  cial transcripts indicating completion of 
a bachelor’s degree with a cumulative grade 
point average of “B” in the � nal two years.

•  2 current, con� dential assessment 
reports (viu.ca/calendar/Education/
mastereducation.asp)

VIU English Language Requirement for 
International Students

•  Completion of VIU English Language 
Certifi cate Program (viu.ca/esl) OR

•  A minimum TOEFL iBT 88 with no sections 
under 20, or IELTS 6.5 with no band under 
6.0, CAEL 70, or equivalents

NOTES ON ADMISSION

Due to the number of high quality applicants, 
some students who meet or exceed the 
minimum admission requirements may not be 
admitted to the program.

Start Date and Application Deadline
The program begins with a pre-semester 
orientation for all students in August. 
Applications for admission are accepted on an 
ongoing basis and will be considered complete 
when all supporting documents—including 
résumé, letter of intent, transcripts, along with 
English profi ciency documents and assessment 
reports—have been received. 

Fees:  
Cost of tuition for the M.Ed Program, including 
summer orientation and two supplementary 
courses is $19,500 CDN. This does not include 
accommodation, food, textbooks and other 
expenses.

Program Schedule
VIU M.Ed. Leadership: International 

Perspectives

Time   Course / Program Activity

August •  Orientation to International 
Leadership M.Ed. 

September – 
December

•  MEDL 500 Foundations of 
Educational Leadership (5 credits)

•  MEDL 580 Leadership in the BC 
Context (5 credits)

•  Graduate Level Writing & Academic 
Protocols (non-credit)

January – 
June

•  MEDL 550 Research in Education (5 
credits)

•  MEDL 650 Leading Learning (5 
credits)

September – 
December 

•  MEDL 590 Leadership Values and 
Ethical Decision Making (5 credits)

•  MEDL 600 Educational Change (5 
credits)

January – 
June 

•  MEDL 680 Field Inquiry (5 credits)
• MEDL 690 Major project (5 credits)
• Major Project Seminar (non-credit)

June • Major Projects complete


